
Norman, OK  February 22 2016,—Mongrel Empire Press, an Eclectic Publishing House specializing in regional and unusual literary works, announces the publication of Across the Cimarron, a historical novel by Jerry Wilson.
Across the Cimarron takes readers back to the Land Run days of Oklahoma—the novel is historically accurate, culturally sensitive, and based in part on stories and legends from the author’s ancestors. In this novel, Wilson explores through fiction the contested meanings of the settlement of Oklahoma, the lives of white, black and Native Americans in the Twin Territories, and the struggle to find a place to call home.
Novelist Brad McLelland, author of Bruisers, says of Across the Cimarron, that “like the Cimarron River itself, Jerry Wilson’s novel teems with life and beauty and movement. Across the Cimarron bears you along on the currents of Time and Memory, and begs you to ponder one of the most fundamental questions of human existence: “How deep is your claim to the earth?” 
Professor David Gross praises Across the Cimarron: “It is a fine, fine novel that deserves a broad readership—of those interested in the history of the American West—and of lovers of powerfully engaging fiction. Like the great novels in the realist tradition whose ranks it deserves to join, Across the Cimarron displays a strong social conscience, especially with regard to the Cheyenne and Arapaho people on whose ancestral land the Land Run settlers made their lives—and the Black settlers, who almost immediately experienced discrimination and segregation that barred their children from the little log-framed school they had helped build. What brings the story to life is the beautiful, effective use of historical and geographical detail—and language. This is a gripping, compelling work of historical fiction. 
Jerry Wilson was born west of the Cimarron River in Oklahoma, near the homesteads two of his great grandfathers claimed in the 1892 Run into Cheyenne Arapaho land. His family worked a marginal sandy farm in a neighborhood of hard-up blacks and whites. He worked as a farmhand, a handyman, a gas station attendant, an oil field flunkey, a carpenter and a preacher. After two years in the Army and three years teaching in public schools he earned a PhD in English from the University of Oklahoma. He taught literature and writing at colleges and universities in Oklahoma and South Dakota before stints as a newspaper journalist, as managing editor of South Dakota Magazine and as a county commissioner.
Jerry is the author of three other books: Blackjacks & Blue Devils, a collection of Oklahoma stories (Mongrel Empire Press, 2011); Waiting for Coyote’s Call: An Eco-memoir from the Missouri River Bluff (South Dakota Historical Society Press, 2008); and American Artery: A Pan American Journey (Pine Hill Press, 2000). 
For more information on Mongrel Empire Press or to obtain review copies of this title and others, contact the Press by sending an email from the web site: www.mongrelempirepress.org. Mongrel Empire Press books are available from the Press, the authors, most online bookstores, and selected independent bookstores. Print-suitable author and book cover images are available on request.
About Mongrel Empire Press
Mongrel Empire Press was established in 2007 with a mission to publish well-written, thoughtfully-considered works across generic and disciplinary boundaries. The Press actively identifies and promotes Oklahoma and regional writers while at the same time making room for outside the region works that, because of their mixed generic, disciplinary, and philosophical approaches, cannot find a home at other presses that have a more narrowly defined mission.
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